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	13/11/2024
	 How to write a pop song on piano: chords, melody and lyrics.
Williams, F.
Published : 22nd November 2020
Publisher: Bitesize Piano, YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=De2ehBvjgq4

	Song writing, Pop song format, How to write a pop song, simple pop song techniques.
	Almost all pop songs use a vi IV I V chord progression, or some variation of those chords. Many vocal melodies in pop songs are taken from the minor pentatonic scale, and usually use a simple Verse, Chorus structure. This video explained the key elements of an average pop song in an understandable way. This could be useful when looking at changing the vocal melody throughout verses in our original song

	14/11/2024
	1 Simple trick for writing memorable lyrics
Published : 4th July 2022
Publisher: SongWriters Chop Shop, YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4cbWL8H1OAw

	Lyric writing, How to write lyrics, Lyric writing techniques.
	One of the most popular ways to convey a message throughout an entire song is by using the “chunk method”. This means a story/ message is elongated and each verse conveys only one or two pieces of information about the song’s meaning. Something included in this method is putting important words or words you want to be remembered on any accent notes/beats. This ensures listeners pay more attention to these accented words/ phrases. This is a major help for lyric writing because the video explains that not every lyric needs to sound poetic because its very easy to overwrite. Overwriting lyrics can eventually lead to burnouts and less successful lyrics in the future.

	21/11/2024
	How to get a rock song in 5 easy steps
Brysha, J.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nLx8Fgf9BLI
Published : 25th July 2021
Publisher : Write Metal Music, YouTube
	How to write a rock song, Rock lyrics, Techniques to use when writing a rock song, how to write a distorted guitar song
	This video talks about how to write a rock song, it gives the example of writing in a similar way to AC/DC. Something that is commonly done when writing in the style of rock is making sure the verses are used to simply to drive the song along. The chorus (like in almost every song) is the part you want listeners to remember, this should be where the hook and/or main riff of the song should be. This will make the chorus catchy and memorable. Unlike pop songs, the structure of a rock song usually involves and intro, verse, chorus, instrumental solo and an outro. Due to it’s rebellious nature, rock music sometimes does not have a specific structure or even time signature. The video also talks about different instrumental parts included in rock music and how the key, tone, tempo and tonality of the song can affect if the song fits into the genre of rock. This is useful to the project because it gives an insight on how to write a song in a different genre than pop. However, the video could have included more specific details on instrumental tone and even rock lyric writing.

	23/11/2024
	5 Lyric writing tips – songwriting lessons with Stuart!
Lehman-Brown, S.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u5orUlkkLc8
Published : 4th March 2024
Publisher : Marin Music Centre, Youtube
	How to write an acoustic song, songwriting techniques, how to write interesting lyrics, lyric writing, songwriting tips.
	Something interesting about this video is that its starts off straight away by talking about rhyme schemes in music. The person in this video says that in order to make simple, unpredictable lyrics, you must not use full rhymes. Half rhymes and avoiding any obvious vowel rhymes. This pairs well when doing double rhymes (two words in a sentence paired and rhymes in another sentence, like “icy cold” and “spicy mould”). The second tip given is to use another song as a template for your rhyming scheme or even structure, this does not mean copy the song, it means take inspiration from the lyrical part of the piece. The third tip given is very useful. The person in the video states that you should never deliberately say or reveal how you are feeling or the message you want to convey. You should do this through metaphors in order to let a listener use their imagination to picture the feeling of the song. The next tip is actually more of an exercise for when songwriting. It is suggested that you do the “five word challenge”. In this exercise you make a five word sentence and use it as a topic to write about. The given examples were “People only do bad things” and “my world is too small”. This will help when feeling uninspired with song lyrics. The final tip given was to create a list of words/ phrases that you are not allowing yourself to start a song with. This will prepare you for a song that is not generic sounding from a lyrical perspective. The video also says to consider adding these sounds/ words after some lines: oh, ooh, yeah, no and hey. This video was incredibly useful and gave me lots of insight into deeper lyrics and writing in a way that will sound more poetic and conversational to a listener.

	28/11/2024
	How to build a guitar solo
Hall, B.
https://youtu.be/lEZzseFo6OQ?si=A2jZPq1qybQfLWCs
Published : 12th April 2019
Publisher : Bradley Hall, YouTube
	How to write a guitar solo, guitar scales, how to write a riff
	This video explains in a simple way, how to write a successful guitar solo. The tips given in this video are about making the guitar solo fit the song and emphasise the emotional meaning of the piece. One of the tips was to emphasis the chord progression with the guitar solo , this is more satisfying to the ear than when a solo completely ignores the chord progression and just plays in the key of the song. Another tip was to use part of the vocal melody from preferably the chorus in order to emphasise the hook of the song, this doesn’t mean just use the vocal melody on guitar. You can experiment by playing the melody a fifth above and then continuing the solo with a different  progression of notes. This video did not really prove to be useful to me personally, because I do not née to know this information for our original as I am doing vocals. However, any guitarists in the group may find these tips useful.

	6/12/24
	How to record + mix vocals in BandLab 
Payne, C.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0uWwIMCs_08
Publisher : xole, YouTube
Published : 10th August 2022
	How to mix vocals, BandLab vocal effects, How to produce vocals on BandLab
	This video shows how to record and mix vocals on BandLab in a simple manner. The person in the video shows simple effects such as a compressor, equalizer, reverb and delay. There are also some pre-set effects on BandLab that can be used, however these will not sound as professional as mixing the vocals yourself. Personally, I did not find this video extremely useful as I am already familiar with BandLab and the effects/ Add Ons that can be used to produce a piece. The only thing i found intriguing and useful in this video was being able to add autotune and control the attack and release on vocals. When it comes time to produce, I will probably use similar effects to the ones in the video because I do not want to overuse effects and make the vocals sound unnatural or robotic.

	7/12/24
	How to professionally mix & master songs on Bandlab
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9f5AAQFC3D4
Qwayne
Publisher : CallMeDud, YouTube
Published : 27th January 2024
	How to produce on Bandlab, How to mix using Bandlab
	In this video, the creator shows how to mix on Bandlab and get things to sound as professional as possible. We are shown how to avoid an unpleasant sound because of volume by turning the main volume down, this means when playing the track the green lines do not touch the red. This ensures you avoid an unprofessional sounding track. Another thing i found useful was the explanation of fading tracks into each other in order to avoid a clash in the sounds. This will be helpful when producing our original because i now know how to avoid any harsh or clashing sounds especially because we have two vocals on the song.

	7/12/24
	Use these 5 Bandlab vocal FX to improve your song covers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zpQcemVAmao
Emil Martinez, M.
Publisher : Mark Emil Martinez, YouTube
Published : 1st March 2024
	Vocals on Bandlab, Bandlab vocal effects
	This video shows a couple of different effects for just vocals. The main point of the effects used in this video is to enhance the vocals instead of leaving them completely dry. In order to make the vocals wet, the person in the video explains his use of effects and exactly what they do. Effects such as : reverb, vocal enhancer, delay and a compressor. I found this video useful as it did actually explain the effects in detail and gave good examples on how they work. I learnt that effects are not just used to make vocals sound better but to actually enhance the natural sound of the vocals instead of changing them completely.

	11/12/2024
	How To Use BandLab Studio | Navigate Our Free DAW With This Detailed BandLab Tutorial
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NmUaIoydldg
Dre, L.
Publisher: Bandlab, YouTube
Published: 8th June 2023
	How to produce, Bandlab tutorial, how to use bandlab effects
	This video gives a step by step tutorial on how to use Bandlab. This includes tutorials on how to record, sample, use loops/ pre-recorded tracks and use the Bandlab effects. The person in this video gives great examples that give an insight on how easy it can be to create and mix a song on Bandlab. personally, I did not find this video very helpful. This is again because I am already familiar with band lab. However, the sections about using the sampler and the virtual instruments did spark my interest. This is because the person in the video shows us that there are setting on the virtual instruments that can ensure you only play notes in your chosen key.

	11/12/2024
	Compose with MIDI on BandLab | How to Use Free Virtual Instruments to Elevate Your Music Production
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t3XzIM6KOvw
TAETRO
Publisher : Bandlab, YouTube
Published: 10th September 2024
	How to use digital instruments Bandlab instruments, How to compose with bandlab instruments
	This video claims to talk about the virtual instruments on Bandlab. However, this is not the whole truth because the person only talks about the drum pads and creating drum loops for the entire video. I did not find this useful in any way as our song already has acoustic drums recorded in the instrumental section. This does not prove useful to the project at all because nobody in this terms band will be using synthetic drums. I felt as though I wasted my time watching this video due to its impracticality to the production aspect of this project.




 
 
